
Middle Atlantic Archaeological Conference 

Tour of Pemberton Hall and Handsell 

Thursday, 19 March 2020 
 

Tour: Dr. Edward Otter, owner of Edward Otter, Inc., will lead tours of two historic sites on Maryland’s Historic Eastern Shore, 

Pemberton Hall and Handsell, focusing on the archaeology, preservation, and restoration of these buildings and landscapes.  

Midway through the tour, we will stop for lunch in Vienna at Millie’s Roadhouse, which offers eastern shore fare. The cost of 

lunch is not included in the fee. Across the street is the Nanticoke Watershed Alliance which will be open for visitors, time 

permitting.   

Transportation:  Participants will need to provide their own transportation, but carpooling is recommended due to limited 

parking. Tour participants will depart from the conference hotel at 10:30 am. 

 

Fee:  $25 

Time:              10:30 am—5:00 pm  

To Register: Register on the MAAC website by March 6 

 Provide Name, Affiliation, Email Address 

 Must be registered to attend the 2020 Conference 

 Contact Dr. D. Brad Hatch for questions (bhatch@dovetailcrg.com) 

 

 
 

Pemberton Hall in Wicomico County was built in 1741 by a wealthy merchant and Justice of the Peace. By the 1960s the house 

was in disrepair. A group of local citizens petitioned for preservation and formed a foundation for that purpose. Since then, the 

house has been meticulously restored and operates as a museum. Within the house is an original testor bed frame, supposedly 

one of about 3 known to exist. 

 

 

In 2005 the Nanticoke Historic Preservation Alliance formed with the goal of saving Handsell. The two-story brick structure 

in Dorchester County was covered with ivy, windows were missing and cracks were forming in the walls. Since then, restoration 

work has been on-going. Archaeology has identified significant alterations to the building resulting from a fire dating to 

sometime after 1820. This is a work in progress. Handsell was part of a larger tract that was part of the Chicone Indian 

reservation which was recognized by the Maryland Government in 1678. A native house has been reconstructed on the property.   


